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General Information 
The club is a not-for-profit Kansas corporation, dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of all 
Chevelles and El Caminos. Ownership of a Chevelle or associated vehicle is not required. Club 
newsletters which include minutes of meetings, upcoming events, and technical articles are also found 
on club’s website and are forwarded to members.  Business meetings are convened on the last Thursday 
of each month, with the possible exceptions of November and December, for the purpose of discussing 
and planning future club events. The meetings begin at 7:00 p.m., at Hendrick Chevrolet, 8300 Shawnee 
Mission Parkway, Merriam, Kansas unless otherwise noted in the newsletter or on the club’s website.  
Members may advertise vehicles/parts for sale, trade, or wanted in the newsletter for no charge. Call the 
editor (Mike Stites) at 913/485-7368 or email at Michael.stites@sbcglobal.net 
 

Board Information  
Chair:    Roger Verstraete   
Co-Chair:             Ed Smoot   
Secretary:            Gordon & Jackie Gilpin     
Treasurer:              Eugene Hallouer     
At Large:    Kent Scott 
At Large:  John Gragg 

 

Newsletter Editor: Mike Stites     
  

 

Monthly Meeting Agenda  
Monthly meetings are held the last Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m., at Hendrick Chevrolet, 8300 
Shawnee Mission Parkway, Merriam, Kansas.  
  

1) Call to Order 
2) Introductions 
3) Reports/Discussion 
4) Upcoming Events 
5) Report of Treasurer 
6) Additional Items 
7) Adjournment 

 

Dues  
Annual club dues ($35) are to be submitted by April 30th.  If you have not renewed your membership by this 
date there is a three month grace period.  You can mail your dues to:   
  
Mid America Chevell Club 
c/o Eugene Hallouer 
12318 W. 61st Street 
Shawnee, KS  66216 
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January 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 
 

MID-AMERICA CHEVELLE CLUB 
HENDRICK CHEVROLET, MERRIAM, KS 

January 28, 2016 
MINUTES 

 
Called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Roger Verstraete.  There were 30 members and 3 visitors present 
and as is appropriate for visitors, introductions were made. 
 
Motion presented and passed to approve agenda and minutes from August 2015 meeting. 
 
Old business:   
 
Steve Calder has done a remarkable job planning events for this year and our members really appreciate the 
efforts of him and his committee.  He furnished a list of planned events for 2016 and it was passed out to the 
members in attendance. 
 
On March 20th we will tour the Armacost auto museum and it was moved and seconded that the club will 
pay the entrance fee for those in attendance.  Motion passed. 
 
It was also moved and seconded that the club will pay one-half the entrance fee for attendees at the Truman 
Library tour on February 21st.  Motion passed. 
 
There followed a discussion on plans for the 2016 car show at Cabela’s in the Legends Shopping Center.  
The schedule of events is on the back of the show flyers and the flyers are ready for distribution.  
Promotions have been promised by the Legends Outlet Mall, the KC KS Chamber of Commerce, Cabela’s 
and others.  Friday night dinner will be catered by Famous Dave’s BBQ. 
Various rules and conditions were proposed by the Show Committee, consisting of Roger, Eugene, John 
Cragg, Ed and 2 others. 
 
Eugene gave the financial report  We presently have 86 paid members, which is a new high for 
memberships. 
 
New business: 
 
A high school in Carolina is raffling a 1971 Chevelle 454, which was put together by their high school 
mechanics class.  Tickets sell for $100 each and the winner will be declared this spring.  Upon motion being 
made and seconded, the club will purchase one raffle ticket for the club.  Motion passed. 
 
Joe Pithon won the $30.00 pot tonight, but he was not present, so next month the pot will be $30.00.  Be 
present for a chance to win. 
 
There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jackie Gilpin 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
MID AMERICA CHEVELLE CLUB FUNCTIONS 2016 
 
March 11-12--- Mecum Auction Bartle Hall, Meet for breakfast before attending on the 12th 
 
*March—20 Armacost Car Museum Grandview, MO Sunday event 
 
*April 9----Turner High School Tech Dept Car Show Turner, KS 
 
*April 23---Stonehaus Winery Lees Summit, MO eat at Canoe Club Lake Lotawana---Belton Cruise Night 
 
*May 14----Cruise night as guest club of the Mustang Club of Greater KC at Fireside BBQ  
                    10400 Martin Street (103rd Street and 169 HWY) Overland Park, KS 
 
*May 21----Missouri State Penitentiary Tour---Jefferson City, MO 12 noon tour, We will need a head count 
on this event as we must purchase tickets $15 each, in advance. 35 spots for this tour time. 
                   
*June 5 -------MACC picnic at the Prouty’s place Raymore, MO Sunday event 
 
*June11-------Paola Car Show at Paola, KS 
 
*June 17-------Hot Rod Power Tour at Kansas Speedway 
 
*June 18-------Super Chevy Show Heartland Park Topeka, KS 
 
*July 16-------National Airline History Museum Downtown Airport Kansas City, MO 
                       North Kansas City cruise night—Chappell’s Restaurant and Sports Museum 
 
*August 20---Hot Alma Nights Alma, KS.  Cruise of the Flint Hills starts at 11a.m. 
 
August 21----Kruise to the K.  If a member wants to do this they MUST register on the Royals 
                     Website well before the game as they have a limited number of packages.   
 
*August 21----C.A.R.B. Show LaBenite Park, Sugar Creek, MO 
                          
*September 10---Turkey Creek Show and Lindan at Merriam, KS 
                             KCI Cruise Night 
 
*September 17---Ol Marais River Run at Ottawa, KS 
 
*September 23,24---29th Annual Midwest Regional Show hosted by MACC  
 
*October 14,15,16---Fall Color Tour, Lake of the Ozarks   
 
*October ---Smoot’s Fall Party 
 
*December 3---MACC Holiday Party 
 
Other cruise night dates will be added* 
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President’s Column 
 
 
Hi MACC, 
      It has been one year since I bought my '70 Convertible.  At times it has been a slow process getting 
things accomplished and other times things kind of fall into place. I was all set and hoping that after the first 
of the year the painter would be ready for my car, but it seemed that wasn't going to be the case. He still had 
one more project to do and it looked like it was going to take him longer than he thought. So, with that in 
mind and still wanting to keep the progress going, I decided to go ahead and install the drive shaft, exhaust 
system, get the dash ready to install, and if time allowed go ahead and start wiring everything together. I 
was making fairly good progress since it was winter and I didn't have that much to do. Then one afternoon I 
got a call from my painter and he said that things had fell through with the truck he was working on. The 
owner decided he was going to have way too much money in it and told him to stop the work on it. This 
was great news for me because he wanted to pick up my car the next day and get started right away since he 
knew I had most of the parts needed and the car did not have to come off the frame. The next day Jim came 
by with his trailer and off she went to Springhill for a long awaited face lift.  
 

 
things I have heard about Goodmark stuff. I ordered it from Jegs and had it in three days. The rest of what I 
needed is coming from Ground Up and will have them sometime next week. 
 
             

 

After we got the car in Jim's garage and 
assessed what needed to be done first and 
what parts were needed (new front fender, 
emblems, and weatherstripping), I got on 
the phone and ordered the parts needed to 
keep the project going along. The last thing 
that I want is to have the painter waiting on 
me for something. One of the fenders on 
the car was an after market one and did not 
fit that well. Jim, the painter, had two old 
GM fenders at his place that he thought 
would work, but after re-evaluation we 
decided to buy a new one. I went with Auto 
Metal Direct on this because of all the bad  
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After stripping it down, any repairs or dents are taken care of, and then it's ready for sealer and primer. 
All in all, the car was in really good shape body wise with very little rust and very few dents that had to be 
pulled out. I am not an expert on bodywork, so I wasn't quite sure how this all would play out.  It seems 
to me that things are going smooth, Jim has made good progress so far. The first thing Jim likes to do is strip 
it down to rare metal, that way he can see what is under the paint and go from there. 
 While all this is going on I'm going to work on the interior stuff and get it ready to install when needed. 

 
 
 

 
  

Well that is it for this month from me. Steve has some upcoming club events, and I hope to see you there. 
 

  

                                                Roger 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is picture of my dash I'm using. This is 
an after market dash, not an original. Since 
I'm going with a blue interior the dash 
needed to be painted a darker blue than the 
seats. I know this does not seem right but that 
is the way they came from the factory in 
1970, along with a darker blue carpet. I went 
with a Retro Sound radio that came with built 
in Bluetooth. These radios are able to 
be installed into stock opening of the dash, 
and they look pretty realistic too.   

When it's all done this is what I'm going for. It's 
a long way from looking like this, but this is my 
goal. 

 
This is my first attempt at restoring a car of any 
kind, and this would not have been possible 
without a lot of advice from our members, and a 
really good body and paint guy, Jim Huber 
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Vice President’s Column 
Going to take a side road this month- a departure from my normal automotive themed ramblings.  Since I 
apparently can't get enough of winter (or cold weather in general), my youngest son, Logan, and I decided to 
go winter camping with the Boy Scouts! 
 
Okpik.  Anyone know what that means?  The real answer is "snowy owl", but I think it really means " 
crazed winter survival".   On a Wednesday afternoon a couple of weeks ago, we loaded two 15 passenger 
vans with 11 Boy Scouts and 5 adults and headed north- way north- to Ely, Minnesota.  On the way up, we 
crashed at a family members house on their living room floor, so that we would arrive (fairly) fresh for our 
wintertime adventure on Thursday afternoon. 
 
We made it to camp- Northern Tier High Adventure Camp, to be exact- without incident.  We quickly got 
acquainted with the layout of the base, were outfitted with all of our cold-weather gear, and were shown to 
our cabins for the night.  I know when you think "cabin" you picture a nice cozy fireplace and a bearskin 
rug.  Here, not so much.  The accommodations were sparse, but ample.  Not much insulation and a couple of 
electric radiant heaters kept the temps in the cabin just below freezing overnight- we were thankful for good 
sleeping bags!  Our real adventure started the next day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We woke up early and loaded our gear and everything we may need onto plastic sleds that we pulled behind 
us on the 1.5 mile hike through the woods to Flash Lake, where we would be sleeping on the ice.  Once 
there, our first (and only) priority for that day was to make camp and build shelters to sleep in that night. 
 We drilled a hole in the ice so we could have fresh water to drink, made a camp kitchen to cook at, and 
started on our snow huts, or "quinzhees".  To build a quinzhee, you shovel as much snow as you can into a 
huge pile.  Once you think your pile is big enough, double it.  After letting your snow pile settle for an hour 
or so, you go about hollowing it out inside.  The goal is to leave the walls and roof about 12-18" thick, 
which leaves enough strength and insulation in your structure, while giving you ample room inside.  The 
first of our two quinzhees was a huge success, and housed 4 Scouts snugly.  The second hut (mine, Logan's 
and two other unfortunate souls) was mostly a failure.  While hollowing it out, our roof gave way, so we 
were left with a 4-sided windbreak instead.  We piled about 2 feet of snow for a base, and laid out our 
sleeping bags. This construction took the better part of the day, so  after a nice dinner of Chili-mac, we were 
ready for bed.   
 
There's something to be said for sleeping out under the stars, and the views that you get when you are far 
enough away from civilization that there are no city lights to drown out the milky way.  There's also 
something to be said about being so cold when you go to bed that you aren't 100% sure that you'll wake up 
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in the morning.  This was the case for me, so I made it a habit that night to wake up every 45 minutes or so 
to check on my crew to be sure they were all still breathing.  Between that and hearing the ice crack and pop 
all night long, I didn't feel my most rested.  When we (thankfully) woke up the next morning, our breath was 
frozen to the outside of our sleeping bags!  That tells me it was cold, but we would have to wait until we 
returned to base to get the official number. 
 
The sun came out shortly thereafter, and after a cold night, having the bright sunshine on your face makes 
10 degrees feel like 70.  We spent the day ice fishing, riding dogsleds, and the boys even shoveled out a 
soccer field for a friendly game against the younger half of our crew that came to visit.  We had a blast that 
day, and decided to spend our last night there back in the cabin at base, so we would be closer to another set 
of activities the next day.  We broke camp that afternoon, covered our tracks, and headed back to base. 
 Once there, the work wasn't done!  We had to build another camp kitchen so we could have dinner that 
night.  When the time came to turn in, it's amazing how much warmer that cabin seemed!  30 degrees 
overnight in the cabin was downright toasty by comparison. 
 

 
 
 
We woke the next day, had a brief breakfast, and headed out for some sledding.  Everyone had a great time, 
and nobody broke any bones, so I count that as a win.  We then headed back to get our gear ready for the 
long trip home.  We met with the other crews at lunch in the base cafeteria, and were presented with our 
temp from our night on the ice....-28 degrees!  You read that right, twenty eight degrees below zero- which 
tied the camp record for coldest night sleeping outside.  With bragging rights and full bellies, we said our 
goodbyes to the staff and headed for home. 
 
To recap- is winter camping for everyone? Nope.  Can it be a fun, rewarding learning experience?  You bet! 
 During first day orientation, our guide made a point in saying that this was "winter camping", not 
"wilderness survival".  My opinion is that it's maybe a little of both?  While you are technically camping, 
you are also learning the skills that may aide you someday in wilderness survival.  Would I do this again? 
 Probably too soon to answer.  Maybe we'll return to the Northern Tier during the summer months...for 
canoe camp! 
 

See Ya!   Ed 
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Project Cars 
If you have a project you would like to share with the club email me Michael.stites@sbcglobal.net and I’ll  
get the write-up in the newsletter.  
 

 
 
 

For Sale 
Ron Brightwell has the following items for sale:   

o 3 row radiator for 68-72 chevelle / el camino$100.00  
o fan shroud 69 / 70 big block like new$50.00  
o chrome radiator cover $20.00 

Contact Ron @ 816-536-2390  
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Sponsors 

 

 

                       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 


