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General Information 
The club is a not-for-profit Kansas corporation, dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of all Chevelles 
and El Caminos. Ownership of a Chevelle or associated vehicle is not required. Club newsletters which 
include minutes of meetings, upcoming events, and technical articles are also found on club’s website and 
are forwarded to members.  Business meetings are convened on the last Thursday of each month, with the 
possible exceptions of November and December, for the purpose of discussing and planning future club 
events. The meetings begin at 7:00 p.m., at Hendrick Chevrolet, 8300 Shawnee Mission Parkway, Merriam, 
Kansas unless otherwise noted in the newsletter or on the club’s website.  Members may advertise 
vehicles/parts for sale, trade, or wanted in the newsletter for no charge. Call the editor (Mike Stites) at 
913/485-7368 or email at Michael.stites@sbcglobal.net 
 
Board Information  
(2011-2012 term) 
Chair:    Roger Verstraete (913) 207-3374 
Co-Chair:             Ed Smoot  (913) 636-2002 
At-Large:             Danny McKarnin   (620) 363-1005 
Secretary:            Debra Gragg     (913) 782-8776 
Treasurer:              Eugene Hallouer    (913) 248-0288 
Newsletter Editor: Mike Stites    (913) 485-7368 
Social Events:   Rocky & Shari Hill  (913) 915-1231 
 
Monthly Meeting Agenda  
Monthly meetings are held the fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m., at Hendrick Chevrolet, 8300 
Shawnee Mission Parkway, Merriam, Kansas.  
  

1) Call to Order 
2) Introductions 
3) Reports/Discussion 
4) Upcoming Events 
5) Upcoming Events 
6) Report of Treasurer 
7) Additional Items 
8) Car Talk 
9) Comments/Suggestions 
10) Adjournment 
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January 2013 Meeting Minutes 
 Mid-America Chevelle Club 

January 31, 2013 Minutes 
Prairie Village, KS 

7:30 p.m. 
  

The meeting was called to order at the Rocky and Shari Hill residence. 
  
Chair Roger Verstraete thanked Rocky and Shari for the soup and hosting the January meeting. 
  
Ted Money, new member, was introduced to the members.  All other members in attendance introduced 
themselves. 
  
The year-end financial report was overviewed. It was reported there are 66 members. 
  
The upcoming insurance renewal was discussed.  It was suggested and later approved to decline the terrorist 
exclusion/coverage.  Mr. Verstraete reported there would be a budget drafted which would include charitable 
donations, if funds are available. 
  
The members were informed the car show would need to be relocated due to the inability of the Great Mall of the 
Great Plains to commit to a date.  Mr. Verstraete indicated several sites were investigated including the West 
Glen Theatre parking lot (behind); Shawnee Mission Park Theatre in the Park;  and Olathe Pointe.  Further 
discussion suggested the potential of a one-day show instead of the past two-day event.  Members agreed to 
schedule the fourth weekend in September for the show; for 2013, the dates are September 27 and 28, if both days 
are used. 
  
Member Dean Call spoke about website design by Dale McIntosh.  It was reported Mr. McIntosh currently hosts 
the website, and he would be able to update the process.  Mr. Call reported the estimated cost would be 
approximately $450.00.  A motion to approve this process, not to exceed $500.00, was approved. 
  
The minutes of October, 2012 were approved as posted in the newsletter. 
  
Members were informed the spring picnic is scheduled for a shelter house at Lake Lenexa for May 19, 2013. 
  
Member Shari Hill spoke about a potential tour with OP Jeeps. In addition, the Midwest Regionals in Oklahoma 
were discussed. The membership agreed to work with Mahaffie Stagecoach and Farmstead staff to form a one-
night cruise in at the historic home in Olathe. 
  
It was also noted the former Gardner, Kansas car show in late April is moving to Edgerton, KS.  
  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.   
  
Respectfully submitted:  Debra S. Gragg, Secretary 
 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

 May 19th – Club Picnic 
 September 27 and 28 – Mid America Chevelle Club Car Show 
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VP’s Corner  
VP's Corner- with Ed Smoot 
 
Hopefully by the time everyone reads this, you've all pretty well dug out from Snowpocolypse 2013.  This 
kind of snow is what I remember from being a young boy in western Kansas.  Days spent outside building 
forts and having snowball fights with my boys sure bring back memories.  Although the cleanup is a chore, 
we can all agree that we're finally getting some much needed moisture. 
 
During these cold days, whenever I get the chance I barricade myself in the workshop.  This go 'round  I 
have started a job that's been long overdue.  My '72 SS has lived a pretty hard life.  When I got this car over 
10 years ago, it was a basket case to say the least.  The car had some really faded red paint (aren't they all 
red at some point?) with black SS stripes.  Most of the interior, trim, etc. was in boxes in the trunk.  Which 
is surprising to me, since there really wasn't a trunk floor to speak of.  After having the car sitting in storage 
for longer than I care to admit, I finally made the decision to get the car at least back together and on the 
road.  New exterior sheet metal, paint, and some interior freshening fit the bill for a time. The warmed up 
small block ran pretty well, but the trans was a little mushy.   I yanked the factory turbo 350, and set the car 
up for a 4 speed.  This sure made the car a lot more fun to drive, although I found not long after the switch 
 that Saginaw four speeds are really only designed to endure 112 high rpm clutch dumps.  Number 113 was 
a 6500 rpm double clutch that blew the side of the poor Saginaw clean off.  Another beef-up was in order, 
so in went a Muncie.  This trans has proved to be a much stouter unit, although to be fair, I don't drive the 
car like a crazed teenager much anymore. 
 
My transmission woes have led me to my current state of disassembly.  I noticed that over the last year or 
so, I was having clutch engagement issues.  It felt like something was holding the linkage back or 
preventing it from engaging fully.  After a little more investigating, it appeared that there was some 
interference between the body and the link arms.  This was fairly puzzling, since there seemed to be plenty 
of clearance during the swap.  Delving a little deeper, I believe I found the source of the problem.   Several 
of the body mounts were missing their bolts, while others had simply rotted off.  I'm fairly certain that if I 
had put the "grey ghost" through an autocross course, the body and the frame may not have crossed the 
finish line together.  This being a fairly serious issue, into the shop we go. 
 
Most folks that have taken a car apart before can attest  
that disassembly usually goes quite a bit faster than 
reassembly, and this case is no exception.  With no real  
body mounts to take loose, it's about as basic as taking out  
the fuel tank, removing the front clip, and you're about  
there.  It is interesting the things that you find, taking a car  
apart.  I remember when taking the interior out, finding some  
"tobacco" smoking accessories in the ashtray, as well as an  
unspent .38 slug jammed down in the driver seat.  Only the  
good Lord knows where this car has been, and the things it  
has seen.  Another case in point is what I found when removing  
the front clip.  There's a pretty nice wrinkle in the firewall on  
the driver's side, which kind of explains the shoebox full of  
shims that I removed from the fenders to get them to line up.  
Evidence of a pretty substantial impact, I would guess.   A  
positive find, though, was a 2nd build sheet, still sitting on  
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top of the fuel tank, that matches the one I found in the back seat years ago.  While not in as pristine shape as the 
first one, I'm amazed that it's still intact at all after all these years. 
 
So that's where we sit currently.  Waiting for the weather to clear up, so I can retrieve a buddy's rotisserie 
(Thanks, Rick!) to facilitate the under-body repairs.  From the looks of things, I'll probably have enough trials and 
tribulations during this ordeal to fill my column for another year or so.  So if you see me sporting the yellow El 
Camino  for a while, you'll know why.  I feel like the SS deserves a little better than I've given it in the past.  I'll 
take my time, and hopefully not need to tear it back down to the frame for another few years!  I welcome all your 
comments and suggestions- feel free to e-mail me at edsmoot@azmobilerv.com, or hit me up on our Facebook 
page : http://www.facebook.com/groups/328278119565. 
 
 
                                  Later!  
 
 

                     Ed 
 
 
 
  

   
  
 
 

New Members / Renewals 
Please welcome our newest members: 
Tom & Karen Pelchat – Tom and Karen own Klassic Keyless.  They own several Chevelles:   
   1964 Malibu 4 door wagon, white w/blue flames. 327 auto/10 bolt posi.  

1965 Malibu 2 door hardtop, mist blue, 427 turbo 400, 12 bolt posi.  
1965 Chevelle 300 Deluxe 2 door post.  

 
 
 

Project Cars  
See the MACC Facebook page or if you have a project you would like to share in the Newsletter let me know  
(Newsletter Editor – Mike Stites) and I can get some shots and information for the Newsletter.  

 

  

For Sale 
Frank Riley (913-638-7596) has the following items for sale:   

 #1406 Edelbrock Performer Carb w/ electric choke, ran perfect a month ago.  (Went back to original '67 
Quadrajet.)  $150     

 Square bore to Quadrajet Aluminum Carb Adapter w. Hardware  $10    
 Holley Street Avenger Carbs, Nice, (3) $250 ea.    
 1966 Big Block Intake Manifold, Nice $100   
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John Gragg (913-782-8776) has the following items for sale:   
 El Camino 1968-72 NOS quarter panels, left and right (price 

              per pair) $1,600.00 
 El Camino/Station Wagon 1971/72 NOS Right Fender $300.00 
 Richmond Power - Trax no-slip traction system $200.00 
 1971-72 LS3/5 5500RL Tachometer (Reproduction) $200.00 
 1972 Headlight wiring harness $150.00 
 1972 Engine wiring harness $150.00 
 Complete set of  window fuzzies $95.00 
 El Camino die cast 1/24th scale, complete set of six (6)  $90.00 
 Pair energy suspension motor mounts, black and chrome  

              short/wide $75.00 
 GM off-set oil filter adapter, new with extra gaskets $60.00 
 El Camino/Station Wagon 1968-72 tailgate trim $50.00 
 Dash vents $50.00 
 Complete set of factory bucket seat brackets $50.00 
 AC spark plug telephones, two (2), price per each $50.00 
 1970-72 Edelbrock round stainless exhaust tips $50.00 

 Jim Beam decanters (spark plugs, Mr. Goodwrench and  
              Delco batteries, price per each $40.00 

 AC Delco Big Block Spark Plug Wires $40.00 
 AC Delco 4-speed speedometer cable $40.00 
 R-12 Freon, 12 oz cans, price per each $25.00 
 Chevelle 1970-72 NOS left rear door skin $25.00 
 Big Block Chrome valve covers (reproduction, used) 2 pairs, 

              price per each $25.00 
 Back Drive system 1968-72 (missing frame to transmission  

              rod) $25.00 
 1971-72 Sport steering wheels, 3 black, one red $25.00 
 1970 Chevelle 1/16th scale, remote control car (fathom  

               blue) $25.00 

 1970 Chevelle 1/24th scale, remote control car 
              (one fathom blue, one cranberry red), price per each $15.00 

 New Trunk Seal $10.00 
 Snap-On coffee mugs, price per each $5.00 
 Big Block one (1) piece rear main flex plates (new) $0.00 
 1969/1972 Steering Column automatic non-tilt $0.00 
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Sponsors 

 

 
 
 

                       
 
 

 
 
 
 


